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Security Council Update I: The Situation in Haiti

Introduction

In 2019, the United Nations Security Council (SC) announced the end of the United Nations Mission for Justice
Support in Haiti (MINUJUSTH).! The mission was the immediate successor of the 2004 United Nations
Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), which concluded in 2017, thus ending a 15 year-long operation in the
island Member State.? This withdrawal of peacekeeping operations was done gradually as stability was re-
established by the Haitian National Police (HNP) and the national government, under President Jovenel Moise.?
Following the aftermath of the 2004 Haitian coup d’état and the 2010 Haitian earthquake, UN officials provided a
very limited time for Haiti to stabilize during a period violence and unrest fostered by criminal gangs, overwhelming
poverty, and a recent cholera outbreak. The notable absence of UN peacekeepers led to a rise in criminal gang
activity and political corruption that contributed to the 2021 assassination of Haitian President Jovenel Moise and
the 2022 takeover of the Haitian capital of Port-au-Prince by local gangs.* With the continual political unrest and the
failures of economic recovery efforts, the Republic of Haiti has spiraled into another era of instability, where the call
for international re-intervention has intensified from both the Member State’s government and citizens.®

Gang Violence

Since late 2010, the Republic of Haiti has begun experiencing a growth in gang-related violence and activity.® The
World Bank’s Climate Change Knowledge Portal shows that the island Member State is particularly vulnerable to
natural disasters that have already recently devastated the land, often leaving its’ citizens without basic resources.’
The notable 2010 earthquake provided gangs with an opportunity to bolster their recruitment by targeting poverty-
stricken citizens with food insecurity.® In addition, the United States Institute of Peace published a report
highlighting the escape of over 700 convicted gang members from facilities damaged by the earthquake.’ The 2021
assassination of President Jovenel Moise has intensified the violence with a reported 2,100 murders and 1,300
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kidnappings during 2022.!° This data also includes the July 2022 gang war that occupied the Haitian capital of Port-
au-Prince for 48 hours. Now living during these unstable times, Haitian citizens, specifically women and children,
are under the constant threat of violence, kidnapping, and extortion orchestrated by these gangs.!! Reports by non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) and the United Nations Integrated Office in Haiti (BINUH) highlight the usage
of systematic sexual violence by gangs to induce fear and control over the local populace.'? Reported instances of
child abductions have also become commonplace, as citizens are trapped between “frontlines” in isolated
neighborhoods.!3 If these gangs remain unaccountable, Haiti’s citizens will continually be exposed to inhumane
conditions that violate principle of the 1948 United Nation Declaration of Human Rights.

Cholera Outbreak

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reported that the first cholera outbreak in the Republic of
Haiti followed the 2010 earthquake that heavily damaged the Member State’s infrastructure.'* Near the beginning of
2022, the CDC declared that Haiti was cholera-free after a three-year absence of confirmed cases.'*> However, the
ongoing worsening of gang violence, social unrest, and famine had severely damaged public health infrastructure
and the availability of personnel, and a new strain of cholera re-emerged in late 2022 within the Haitian capital of
Port-au-Prince.'® Since the first confirmed case of the new strain, Haiti re-entered the worst cholera epidemic since
2010 with over 20,000 current confirmed cases.!” The Haitian medical organization, GHEKSIO, reported that the
outbreak had started and worsened within gang-controlled areas that are inaccessible to government health
workers.!® World Health Organization (WHO) officials claim that with this new outbreak children and young adults
are the most vulnerable to the disease, and this has only been exacerbated by the level 5 “catastrophic” famine that is
currently plaguing the Member State.!® In addition, human-made insecurity and fuel shortages brought upon by
increasing gang violence are also affecting the current resurgence of the disease.?’ Haitian citizens and facilities are
left with so little fuel that the national water utility cannot pump potable water to at-risk areas.?! Neither can the
water be transported since government workers are unable to enter these gang-controlled areas without the threat of
violence. Thus, these residents are now forced to drink from contaminated water sources that are filled with filth that
cannot be filtered nor collected.?

Recent Developments and Conclusion

The 2023 World Report highlighted a statement by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) that stated that over 42 percent of Haiti’s population needs humanitarian assistance.?* In addition,
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the OCHA claimed that nearly 40 percent of Haiti’s population is experiencing severe famine and food insecurity.?*

Acting Haitian president, Prime Minister Ariel Henry, is leading the government without parliamentary approval or
a constitutional mandate since former President Jovenel Moise had closed parliament in January 2020.2° The
Republic of Haiti has not held elections for any political office for over 3 years. Although Prime Minister Henry
promised to hold general elections, this promise has remained unfulfilled.?

Gang violence, communicable diseases, and poverty remain rampant across the Republic. The Institute for Justice
and Democracy in Haiti (IJDH) has documented 20 massacres in the capital of Port-au-Prince since 2018, with no
charges filed against assailants.?” Sexual violence has become a “weapon” of fear against women, with the BINUH
reporting a monthly average of 98 new victims of sexual violence in gang-controlled areas in 2022.28 Reporters and
journalists are also being suppressed and attacked with no form of repercussion or protection by local officials.?’
With no attempts of further international aid, citizens have attempted to flee the Member State, but thus far have
been quickly deported by neighboring Member States, who claim to be unable to accommodate the fleeing
migrants.® As the international community remains focused on the unrest and conflict in eastern Europe, the
violence, starvation, untreated medical needs, and further economic and political collapse only increases in Haiti.
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